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SUBJECT: GIBRALTAR AND MOROCCAN-SPANISH NEGOTIATIONS 
REF: TANGIER 0525 

1. 1 VISITED GIBRALTAR NOVEMBER 20 AND 21 ARRIVING JUST 
AFTER THE THURSDAY EDITION OF THE GIBRALTAR CHRONICLE REACHED 
THE NEWS STANDS. IN THAT ISSUE WAS A REPORT THAT MOROCCO, 
ACCORDING TO ALGERIAN SOURCES, HAS PROMISED TO HELP SPAIN 
IN PUTTING FRESH ECONOMIC PRESSURE ON GIBRALTAR. THE REPORT 
WAS DRAWN FROM AN ARTICLE IN THE NOVEMBER 17TH EDITION 
OF THE LONDON FINANCIAL TIMES WHICH WENT ON TO SAY QUOTE 
ROUGHLY 3,000 MOROCCANS WORK IN GIBRALTAR ON A CASUAL BASIS 
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AND THE COUNTRY SUPPLIES THE ROCK WITH MUCH OF ITS FRESH 
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VEGETABLES AND FRUIT. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT BRITISH OFFICIALS 
HAVE FOR SOME TIME ANTICIPATED SUCH ACTION AND HAVE CONTINGENCY 
PLANS READY. YET IT IS DOUBTFUL IF PRINCE JUAN CARLOS, 

IN HIS SEARCH FOR FRIENDS IN EUROPE. WILL WANT TO BEGIN HIS 
RULE BY RENEWING TENSION OVER GIBRALTAR. END QUOTE. 

2. THIS REPORT NEEDLES-TO-SAY CAME UP IN ALL OF MY CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH GOVERNMENT, LABOR AND BUSINESS LEADERS. NO ONE, 
HOWEVER, SEEMED TO TAKE IT TOO SERIOUSLY. THE GENERAL FEELING 
WAS THAT JUAN CARLOS WOULD NOT WISH TO EMBARK ON SUCH A COURSE 
EVEN IF THE SPANISH-MOROCCAN AGREEMENT DOES CONTAIN A 
MOROCCAN ASSURANCE OF SOME SORT CONCERNING GIBRALTAR. THEY 
ALSO CONSIDERED THE SOURCE OF THE REPORT (ALGERIA) HIGHLY 
SUSPECT. ON THE OTHER HAND, MOST OF THOSE WITH WHOM I TALKED 
WERE UNWILLING TO DISMISS ENTIRELY THE POSSIBILITY OF MOROCCAN 
PRESSURE ON GIBRALTAR, AS UNLIKELY AS IT MIGHT APPEAR. 

3. THE GOVERNOR WOULD NOT BE DRAWN INTO ANY DISCUSSION OF 
CONTINGENCY PLANS AND MY TALKS WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
REVEALED VERY LITTLE IN THIS REGARD. JOE BOSSANO, THE 

MOST POWERFUL LABOR LEADER ON THE ROCK, FRANKLY DOUBTED 
THAT THERE WERE ANY CONTINGENCY PLANS. WHETHER HE IS CORRECT 
OR NOT, IT WAS EVIDENT DURING MY TALKS THAT NO ONE HAD ANY 
CLEAR IDEA WHERE GIBRALTAR WOULD TURN FOR LABOR IF THE 
MOROCCANS LEFT. PORTUGAL SEEMS TO BE THE ONLY FAINT RAY 
OF HOPE AND I LEARNED FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GIBRALTAR 
TRADES COUNCIL THAT A GIBRALTAR LABOR DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL 
WAS IN LISBON A WEEK AGO EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITY OF RECRUITING 
PORTUGESE WORKERS. IT WAS GENERALLY CONCEEDED THOUGH THAT 
BRINGING IN WORKERS FROM PRACTICALLY ANY COUNTRY 
OTHER THAN MOROCCO WOULD NECESSITATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
MORE ADEQUATE HOUSING. 

4. MOROCCAN WORKERS, I FIND, FILL MORE THAN JUST UNSKILLED 
AND SEMI-SKILLED JOBS. A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THE 
MECHANICS AND MOST OF THE PLUMBERS, MASONS, PLASTERERS AND 
CARPENTERS ON GIBRALTAR ARE ALSO MOROCCAN. THEIR SUDDEN 
DISAPPEARANCE FROM THE SCENE WOULD LEAVE A VOID THAT WOULD HAVE 
TO BE FILLED FROM OUTSIDE GIBRALTAR. OTHER ESSENTIAL WORK 

COULD PERHAPS BE DONE BY GIBRALTARIANS WILLING TO TAKE ON 
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A SECOND JOB. 

5. ALTERNATE SOURCES FOR FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES WOULD 
NOT BE DIFFICULT TO ARRANGE THOUGH SOMEWHAT HIGHER PRICES 
WOULD FOLLOW. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT, HOWEVER, WAS A MATTER 
OF GENERAL CONCERN, PARTICULARLY SINCE TANGIER IS NOT ONLY 

ONE OF THE TWO AVENUES OF DEPARTURE FROM THE ROCK, BUT IS 
ALSO THE ALTERNATIVE AIRPORT FOR GIBRALTAR. BECAUSE OF 
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TREACHEROUS CROSS WINDS, JETS FROM LONDON ARE FREQUENTLY 
UNABLE TO LAND AT GIBRALTAR AND MUST BE REDIRECTED TO TANGIER. 
THE CLOSING OF MOROCCO TO GIBRALTAR WOULD THEREFORE HAVE VERY 
GRAVE CONSEQUENCES FOR GIBRALTAR'S ACCESS TO THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD. 

6. MY GENERAL IMPRESSION IS THAT GIBRALTAR'S LEADERS 
DO NOT BELIEVE THERE WILL BE A MOROCCAN BOYCOTT OF GIBRALTAR 
AND ARE NOT SERIOUSLY CONCERNED. BUT THEY ARE OBVIOUSLY 
SOBERED BY THE IMPLICATIONS OF MOROCCAN PRESSURE AND ARE 
NO DOUBT ACTIVELY CONSIDERING HOW THEY WOULD FACE SUCH A 
CRISIS SHOULD IT COME TO PASS. 
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